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                 Fifth TCA Annual Appeal Continues to Develop Our Programs!

Dear TCA Members,								      

In 2011-2012, TCA is excited to launch our Fifth Annual Appeal. You are challenged this year with raising $30,000 for 
TCA. 

The efforts of the Annual Appeal are used to improve member benefits and fund the many needs of our National Toy Train 
Museum and Toy Train Reference Library, which are not covered under the general budget. To each of you who made a 
contribution toward our 2010-2011 Annual Appeal, we sincerely thank you. You truly make it a pleasure to serve TCA. 

TCA raised over $38,000 for the 2010-2011 Annual Appeal from your generosity. If you are one of those charitable folks, 
we thank you, again. As we looked at the figures, however, we did not make our goal of $50,000 and therefore did not get 
the $5,000 match from our anonymous donor.

We’ve accomplished so much this past year. We have started updating the illumination in the Museum to LED lighting, 
which is much more effective and economical. The reduced heat emissions from the lights help to better preserve the 
displays. The library now has two more voice recorders so that more of the rich oral history of TCA can be captured on tape 
through interviews with our Charter and other early members. We have repeated our “Night at the Museum” program with 
Lionel. We also added an advanced learning session called “Lionel Intermediate Workshop,” which was held for the first 
time this year. We had 12 children ranging in age from 8 to 14 who spent the day at the Museum learning more developed 
wiring techniques and actually building their own animation module to put on their layouts at home. We’ve made great 
strides this year and all of these endeavors directly enhance TCA’s ability to better serve you, our membership.

Today, as the TCA continues to deal with a tough economy, our needs are even greater and our budget is even tighter. We 
still need to get the rest of our wonderful Library on-line, but we’ve got a long way to go. We’d love to add much more 
of the LED lighting to the Museum so that all of our displays could be enhanced and better preserved. We’d love to add 
a Garden Railway outside which would not only give us another showcase for our G-Gauge Collection, but would give 
visitors another reason to visit. And we definitely want to expand our efforts to reach the youth and the future of our hobby. 
As you can see, we still have much work ahead of us. 

That being said, our 2012 Annual Appeal is off and running. We ask you to think about why you joined the TCA and what 
you have personally received from that membership. We are totally committed to preserving this pastime and sharing this 
special hobby with future generations, but we need your support. Every donation will help us meet the $30,000 challenge. 
With your help, we CAN do it!

Sincerely,

Paul F. Edgar					      Carol R. McGinnis		   	 Ronald A. Stowell
Current TCA President	  	  		   TCA President-Elect			   Past TCA President



2011-2012 TCA Annual Appeal

I am anxious to support the TCA! Sign me up as follows:

1.	 “I’ve Got TCA Spirit” Level		  donate		  $30	   =	 $___________

2.	 Watchman Level			   donate		  $50	   =	 $___________

3.	 Brakeman Level				   donate		  $100	   =	 $___________

4.	 Conductor Level				   donate		  $250	   =	 $___________

5.	 Engineer Level				    donate	  	 $500	   =	 $___________

6.	 Rail Baron Level			   donate	  	 $1,000+	  =	 $___________

7.	 Other (please give what you can)						      $___________

TCA Number ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ ____ ____           Division________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________   Check here if you wish to remain anonymous_______

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________      State____________________      Zip_______________      +      ___________

Daytime Phone: ( _______________ ) _______________ - ____________________

Check or Money Order (made out to TCA)____________     Credit Card:  VISA_________  Mastercard_________

Using my Credit Card, I would like to make my donation:     Quarterly________ Semi-Annually________ In one payment________

Credit Card: _____ _____ _____ _____ - _____ _____ _____ _____ - _____ _____ _____ _____ - _____ _____ _____ _____ Exp. ____ ____ - ____ ____

Signature____________________________________________ (must be signed to be valid)              CCV________ (3-digit code on back of card)

If you have questions, please feel free to call 717-687-8623. Please fill out this form and fax to the TCA National Business Office at 
(717) 687-0742 or mail in the enclosed envelope to:

						      2011-2012 TCA Annual Appeal
						      Train Collectors Association
						      P.O. Box 248
						      Strasburg, PA 17579-0248

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

The Train Collectors Association is a not for profit corporation and is registered with the PA Bureau of Charitable Organizations with number 0010365. The TCA also 
qualified as a 501(c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue Code and as such can accept tax-deductible contributions. A copy of the official Pennsylvania registration 
and financial information may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling, toll-free in Pennsylvania, 800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.


